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pirveli msoflio omi udidesi istoriuli movlena iyo, romelmac  ase-
Tive didi kvali datova Cveni qveynis istoriaze. daSlili monarqiebisa da 
imperiebis nangrevebze axali saxelmwifoebi Seiqmna, maT Soris saqarTvelos 
pirveli demokratiuli respublikac iyo. Tumca Cven am monapovris sanacvlod 
didi msxverplis gaReba mogviwia. sarwmuno wyaroebidan irkveva, rom pirvel 
msoflio omSi imdroindeli saqarTvelos mosaxleobis 13-ma procentma, anu 
daaxloebiT 300 aTasma kacma miiRo monawileoba, ramdeni daiRupa da daiWra 
amis zusti monacemi dRemde ar arsebobs. magram didma omma uamravi qarTuli 
ojaxi gaanadgura. amas cxadyofs 1917 wels Jurnal `Teatrsa da cxovrebaSi~ 
gamoqveynebuli erTi cnoba: `Tanamedrove omma Cveni qveynis bevri Svili Sei-
wira, xSiria ojaxi, sami-oTxi Zma da mama-Svilni daRupulan brZolis velze, 
erTi aseTi ojaxia Cveni cnobili giorgi yazbegisa, romlis sami Svili axlan-
del omSi daiRupa~.

ruseTi, inglisi, TurqeTi, germania - am Zlevamosili qveynebis armiebSi 
asobiT da aTasobiT qarTveli msaxurobda. isini ibrZodnen sxvadasxva didi 
saxelmwifoebis mundirebisa da droSebis qveS, magram sisxls Rvridnen da 
Tavs swiravdnen, upirveles yovlisa, sakuTari qveynisa da xalxis interesebis 
dasacavad. vaJa-fSavelam 1915 wels gamoqveynebul Tavis leqsSi „fSaveli 
jariskacis werili~ saukeTesod gadmosca qarTvelTa saomari SemarTebac da 
im SemarTebis mizezic, romelsac Cveni eris Svilebi didi imperiebis omSi 
mihyavda:

vaJa-fSavelasTan erTad gamorCeulma  moazrovnem mixako wereTelma br-
wyinavled daaxasiaTa pirvel msoflio omSi qarTvelTa monawileobis didi 
erovnuli motivacia: „proletaric ki gmirulad ibrZoda samSoblosaTvis, Ta-
visi erisaTvis, TavadTan, aznaurTan, burJuasTan, glexTan erTad... yoveli eri, 
saxelmwifos aramqone da ucxosagan damonebuli, Caeba omSi ama Tu im saxiT 
da moiTxovda misi politikuri TviTmyofadobis aRdgenas da saerTaSoriso 
cnobas, rodesac zavis Sesakravada da qveyanazed kvlav wesierebis aRsadgenad 
dasxdebodnen gamgeni ama qveynisani“.

ase rom bevrisTvis imperiebis Setakeba - omi iyo, CvenTvis ki is omze meti 
gamodga, patara saqarTvelos Svilebi  misgan bevrs moelodnen. 

„vinc daviWreniT, gamovrCiT,
kidev cocxlebi davrCiTa.
xval isev omSi gviwveven
gakvirvebulni garjiTa,

Tamar dedoflis bartyebis
gulovanobiT, majiTa.

vcdilobT, rom saqarTvelosa

vuSveloT Cvenis xarjiTa.
samSoblos bedniereba

ar gvsurs viyidoT valiTa,
naRds vaZlevT jans da sicocxles,

namusi davicaviTa.
ruseTSi myofi vnatrulob,
samSoblo vnaxo TvaliTa“.
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fiqrobdnen, rom mxolod omis saSualebiT gaxdeboda SesaZlebeli qveyanaSi 
demokratiuli gardaqmnebis ganxorcieleba, saqarTvelos istoriuli terito-
riebis SemoerTeba, evropasTan dakavSireba da qveynis ekonomikuri potencialis 
zrda. amitomac iyo mTeli eri saomrad damuxtul-daWimuli...

1914 wlis 27 oqtombers gazeT „TemSi“ akaki wereTeli werda: „orasi 
aTasi meomari gamoiyvana jer-jerobiT am patara saqarTvelom da iZulebiTi 
ar yofila ra! yvela Tavis survil-nebiT da sixaruliT miiswrafoda... didi 
xnis gulis nadebma grZnobam simReraT amoixeTqa da tkbili guguni gadaeca 
saqarTvelos mTasa da bars.

erTi saukunea, rac amisTanas ara moswrebia-ra saqarTvelo. dRevandel 
qarTvelSi gamoiRviZa winaparma! gmiruli sikvdili aRarafrad  miaCnda da 
Tavis ganwirviT unda, rom sxvebis sikvdili dasTrgunos da momaval modgmas 
cxovreba mianiWos!...“

pirvel msoflio omSi qarTvelobam msoflios arnaxuli mamacoba daanaxa! 
general giorgi kvinitaZis cnobiT, omis frontebze 25 qarTveli generali 
ibrZoda, maTgan 23 wminda giorgis jvriT iyo dajildovebuli. arnaxulma va-
Jkacobam uamravi jildo arguna qarTvelobas, Tavadi a. sumbaTovi aRniSnavda, 
rom is qarTveli jariskaci, romelsac mxolod erTi wminda giorgis  jvari 
hqonda miRebuli, didad pativsacemi ar iyo, radganac im dros mravlad iyvnen 
ramdenime aseTi jvris mqone qarTvelebi. gazeTi „saqarTvelo“ TavmowonebiT 
werda: „samxedro jildoebs aravisi mxarbeWi ise ar daumZimebia, rogorc 
qarTvelebisa“.

saqarTvelos mxedrobis TavdadebiT moixibla umaRlesi mTavarsardali, didi 
mTavari nikoloz nikolozis Ze romanovi, misi cnobili sityvebia: „TiToeul 
Cems brZolaSi  xuTi qarTvelic rom erios, vici, rogor iomebda Cemi armi-
ao“. general-adiutanti miSenko ki werda: „rom mis daqvemdebarebaSi myofi 
qarTvelebi, axsovdaT ra winaparTa tradiciuli dideba, lomebiviT ibrZodnen“.
a. sumbaTovi siamayiT aRniSnavda, rom sadac ar unda yofiliyo qarTveli, 
winaprebisagan naanderZevi misi mebrZoli suli yvelgan tovebda Tavis nakva-
levs. isini umamacesni iyvnen mamacTa Soris da es simamace warmarTavda maT 
sabrZolo moRvaweobaso.

qarTvelTa Tavdadebas, maT „ganwirul suliskveTebas“ cudad ar Cauvlia, 
didi omis damTavrebisTanave daiwyo Tanamedrove politikuri rukis Seqmna da 
am rukaze saqarTvelos demokratiuli respublikac gaCnda! mere ra, rom man 
mxolod sami weli iarseba. am mokle periodma samxreT kavkasiaSi mobrunebuli 
sabWoTa imperiad gardaqmnili ruseTi iZulebuli gaxada arsebul realobas 
Segueboda. Tundac fiqtiurad, magram Cven sabWoeTis SemadgenlobaSi ukve 
„suverenuli saxelmwifoebis“ statusiT da kavSiridan „Tavisufali gasvlis“ 
uflebiT SevediT. sabWoTa konstituciis es muxli ki 1991 wlis bolos im-
periis ngrevis Sedegad warmoqmnili axali qarTuli saxelmwifos  saerTaSor-
iso aRiarebis safuZveli gaxda. 

                                               giorgi kalandia
                      istoriul mecnierebaTa doqtori, profesori



5

The great historical event that was World War I had a huge effect on our country’s his-
tory. In place of the dilapidated ruins of empires and monarchies were created new countries, 
amongst them the Democratic Republic of Georgia. However, in return for these gains we made 
great sacrifices. Reliable sources show that, in World War I, 300 thousand people from Geor-
gia fought; almost 13% of the population. Some were killed, and there is no exact record for the 
number for those wounded. In 1917, the journal “Theatre and Life” commented on the troubles 
of effected Georgian families: “This war has claimed many Georgian lives; many families have 
lost three or four brothers, fathers and uncles on the battlefield. Amongst them was the family 
of George Kazbegi, whose three children were killed in the current war.” 

Russia, England, Turkey and Germany – in the armies of these powerful countries served 
hundreds and thousands of Georgians. Yet while they struggled under the flags of other coun-
tries, but they were sacrificing their lives to protect the interests of Georgia and Georgians. In 
1915, Vazha Pshavela published his poem “The Soldier’s letter,” which describes the courage 
of the Georgian soldiers. 

The distinguished Mikhako Tsereteli brilliantly characterized the grand national motivation 
of Georgians participating in World War I: “Even the proletariats heroically fought for their 
country and people- with noblemen, bourgeois, and peasants…Every nationality, even that hav-
ing no country or enslaved by others, joined the war in one form or another.” 

For many countries World War I was a clash of empires, but for us it became more than a 
war – Georgians hoped for democratic reforms, the accession of historic areas of Georgia, con-
nection with Europe and the increasing economic potential of the country. For this, the whole 
nation was motivated to fight…

On 27 October 1914, in the newspaper “Community,” Akaki Tsereteli noted: “200 thou-
sand soldiers were sent to the front from Georgia without compulsion! Everyone went with joy 
and hope… One century has passed and now, for Georgians, heroic death is nothing; with his 
death he wants to prevent the deaths of others and give life to future generations...”  

Georgians showed the world unprecedented bravery in the First World War. According to 
General George Kvinitadze, on the war front 25 Georgian Generals fought, amongst which 
23 were awarded with the cross of Saint George. A. Sumbatov noted that those soldiers with 
one cross of Saint George were not necessarily highly respected, since at that time there were 
a number of soldiers who were awarded with several crosses. The newspaper “Georgia” noted: 
“The shoulders of Georgians were burdened with awards like no-other.” 

Impressed by the dedication of the Georgian Army, Commander-in-Chief, Nikoloz Ro-
manov said: “In each battle, even with only five Georgians, I know how steadfastly would fight 
my Army.” General-Adjutant Mishenko noted that Georgians under his command fought like 
lions. 

A.Sumbatov was proud of the courage of the Georgians. He always marked that their 
fighting spirit, passed down from their ancestors, left its sign everywhere. Georgians were the 
most courageous among the mighty ones, and this led to their bravery in military activities. 

The devotion of the Georgians was not for nothing. Following the end of World War I, the 
creation of the modern political map was begun, and on it appeared the new Democratic Repub-
lic of Georgia. While it existed for only three years, this short period resulted in a return to the 
South Caucasus, a transformation of Soviet Empire Russia and the forcing of that Empire to 
accept the new reality. Even if only fictitiously, we entered the Soviet Union as a “Sovereign 
Country” with the “freedom to Leave”. At the end of 1991, exactly this concept became an 
article of the Soviet Union’s Constitution; the assumption of international recognition of the 
new Georgian state, arising from the collapse of the Russian Empire. 

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                             George Kalandia
                                                                                                                        Museum Director, Professor 
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xevsurebi I msoflio omSi. kavkasiis fronti. 1914 w

Khevsuris in World War I. Caucasus Front. 1914
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qarTveli meomrebi hasan yalas cixeze. 14.01.1915 w

Georgian soldiers at Hasankale Castle. 14.01.1915
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1914 wlis 18 ivliss gamoica ruseTis imperatoris brZaneba sayovelTao mobi-

lizaciis Sesaxeb. pirveli msoflio omis dros qarTvelebs sami kategoriis jarSi 

uwevdaT samsaxuri. eseni iyo: mudmivi jari, saxelmwifo da moxaliseTa laSqari. 

pirvel msoflio omSi gawveul qarTvelTa raodenobis zusti monacemi ar arsebobs. 

saarqivo masalebSi, periodul presaSi Tu memuarul literaturaSi sxvadasxva monace-

mebia moyvanili. saxeldeba: 180 000, 200 000 da 300 000 jariskaci. zusti cifris 

ar arsebobis miuxedavad, cxadia, rom omma sazogadoebis yvela fena moicva. 1914 

wels gazeT "saxalxo furcelSi" al.  wereTeli werda: "SemTxveva mqonda dameTva-

lierebina zemo imereTis ramodenime sofeli da TiTqmis versad vipove iseTi 

ojaxi, romelsac erTi wevri mainc ar hyavda brZolis velze. ufro xSirad ki Sex-

vdebi iseT ojaxebs, romelTac 3-4 wevri gaugzavnia omSi".

pirveli msoflio omis dros qarTul politikur azrovnebaSi ori ZiriTadi orien-

tacia gamoikveTa: prorusuli (igive proantanturi-inglisis, safrangeTisa da ruse-

Tis samxedro-politikuri bloki) da progermanuli (igive oTxTa kavSiri, romelic 

moicavda germanis, avstro-ungreTis, TurqeTisa da bulgareTis alianss). iyvnen me-

samenic - ruseTis social demokratiuli muSaTa partiis bolSevikuri frTis warmo-

madgenlebi, romelTa mizans Seadgenda msoflio omis samoqalaqo omad gadaqceva.

prorusuli orientaciis momxreTa banaks ganekuTvnebodnen saqarTveloSi yvelaze 

gavleniani partiis - social-demokratTa  menSevikuri frTis warmomadgenlebi. 

maT pozicias kargad gamoxatavs noe Jordanias mier warmoTqmuli sityva giorgi 

maCabelTan Sexvedraze 1914 wlis oqtomberSi: "Cveni partia muSaobs ruseTis 

demokratiasTan erTad antantis mxareze. darwmunebuli var gaimarjvebs  inglisis 

meTaurobiT da maSin aiZulebs Tavis mokavSire ruseTs ufro demokratiuli reJimi 

daamyaros, amiT Cvenc gadmogvivardeba rame lukma gamarjvebulTa sufridana".

 progermanuli orientacia saqarTveloSi pirveli msoflio omis dawyebis pir-

velive dReebidan warmoiSva. amisi mizezi iyo qarTvelebis rwmena, rom germaniis 

mTavroba, Tavisi ekonomikuri da politikuri miznebidan gamomdinare, cnobda 

ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi Semaval xalxTa TviTmyofadobas da maT saxelm-

wifoebriobas germaniis proteqtoratis qveS. proantanturi orientaciis momxreebi-

sagan gansxvavebiT, progermanuli orientaciis mimdevrebi erovnuli idealis ganx-

orcielebas saqarTvelos saxelmwifoebrivi damoukideblobis aRdgeniT fiqrobdnen.  

es ki germaniasTan mokavSireobiT da ruseTis damarcxebiT miaCndaT SesaZleblad.

1914 wlis SemodgomisaTvis germaniam SeimuSava proeqti, romlis mixedviTac 

saqarTveloSi konstituciur-monarqiuli wyobilebis damyareba iyo gaTvaliswinebu-

li. es idea piradad germaniis imperatorisagan momdinareobda. mas surda saqarTve-

los samefo taxtze daesva Tavisi memkvidre ioaximi. dedofalic SerCeuli hyavdaT, 

mixeil maCablis qaliSvili marine. saqarTvelos damoukideblobis komitetis wevre-

bis TanxmobiT, ioaximi trapizonSic Cavida da qarTveli legionerebic inaxula, 

rogorc saqarTvelos taxtis memkvidrem.

On 18 July 1914, the order of the Russian Emperor was issued regarding general mobiliza-
tion. Georgians responded actively to the mobilization and 300 thousand Georgians went to 
war.

During World War I, two main orientations were identified in Georgian political thinking: 
Pro-Russian (Pro-Triple Entente – Military-Political Bloc of England, France and Russia) 
and Pro-German (Quadruple Alliance – Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria). 
Both sides were deeply convinced that in case of victory Georgia, would gain back independ-
ence.
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ardotis sanitaruli razmi orujis cixis nangrevebTan. kavkasiis fronti. 1914 w

Ardoti Sanitary Detachment at the ruins of Oruji Castle. Caucasus Front. 1914
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1914 wlis 27 oqtombers TurqeT-germaniis floti Sav zRvaSi 

Sevida. 29 oqtombers maT mier dabombil qalaqebs Soris foTi, 

baTumi da soxumi iyo. ase aRmoCnda pirveli msoflio omis 

Wurvebi da cecxli saqarTveloSi.

On 27 October 1914, the Turkish-German fleet entered 
the Black Sea. On 29 October they bombed Poti, Batumi 
and Sokhumi. Thus, the shells and fire of World War I finally 
reached Georgia.
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qarTuli cekva kavkasiis frontze

qarTveli meomrebi kavkasiis frontze

Georgian dance on the Caucasus Front

Georgian soldiers on the Caucasus Front
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ardagani. kavkasiis fronti.

qarTvelebi ardaganSi. kavkasiis fronti

Ardagan. Caucasus Front

Georgians in Ardagan. Caucasus Front
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kavkasiis armia olTisis qarTul cixe-simagresTan. 1914 w

Caucasus Army at the Georgian Castle of Oltu. 1914
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qarTvelebi ardaganSi. kavkasiis fronti. 1914 w

qarTvelebi ardaganSi. kavkasiis fronti. 

Georgians in Ardagan. Caucasus Front. 1914

Georgians in Ardagan. Caucasus Front
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qarTveli meomrebi kavkasiis frontze

qarTveli meomrebi daRupuli megobris cxedarTan. kavkasiis fronti

Georgian soldiers on the Caucasus Front

Georgian soldiers near a deceased friend. Caucasus Front
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qarTveli meomrebi sparseTis frontze. 1915 w

Georgian soldiers on the Persian Front. 1915
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qarTveli meomrebi sparseTis frontze. 1915 w

Georgian soldiers on the Persian Front. 1915
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solomonyalas mRvime da adgilobrivi mosaxleoba, 1914 w

pirvelma msoflio omma qarTuli sazogadoebrivi azri gamoaRviZa, ufro 

gamoacocxla qarTuli mecnierebac. 1916 wlis 17 oqtombers qarTulma inteli-

genciam kavkasiis mefisnacvals, nikoloz nikolozis Zes, TxovniT mimarTa, 

raTa Seqmniliyo komisia, ruseTis mier SemoerTebul osmaleTis teritoriaze 

arsebuli qarTuli monastrebis Sesaswavlad. ai, rogor aRwers am eqspedicias  

akademikosi eqvTime TayaiSvili: "roca pirveli msoflio omis dros rusis jarma 

TiTqmis mTeli anatolia daikava, Woroxis xeoba zurgs ukan moeqca rusis jars, 

da 1917 wels Cvenc saSualeba mogveca, mogvewyo mesame eqspedicia tao-TorTum-

ispiris Zeglebis Sesaswavlad. am eqspediciaSi, romelic saqarTvelos saistorio 

da saeTnografio sazogadoebis saxeliT iyo mowyobili, Cven moviwvieT samo-

qalaqo inJineri a. kalgini, mxatvari d.  SevardnaZe, moxalise xuroTmoZRvari 

alpinisti i. zdaneviCi, mxatvari lado gudiaSvili, mxatvar-msaxiobi mixeil Wiau-

reli da varZiis monastris winamZRvari mRvdel-monazoni ipolite. es ukanaskne-

li saqarTvelos samRvdeloebis mier da piradad leonide kaTalikosis rCeviT 

iyo mowveuli. is CvenTan erTad unda gascnoboda xaxulis, oSkisa da iSxnis 

monasterTa naSTebs da Tbiliss mobrunebis Semdeg isev unda gamgzavrebuliyo 

TorTumis xeobaSi, raTa mieRo zomebi maT dasacavad da SesakeTeblad. Cveni 

Tbiliss mosvlis Semdeg mRvdel-monazoni ipolite marTlac gavgzavneT didis 

maragiT TorTumSi, magram iZulebuli gaxda gzidanve dabrunebuliyo, vinaidan 

am dros rusis jarma miatova fronti da Turqebma xelaxla daiWires maT mier 

daclili adgilebi".

World War I awakened public opinion and revived Georgian science. On 17 October 
1916, Georgian intelligentsia requested Viceregent Nikoloz to create a commission for learning 
Georgian Monasteries on the “Ottoman Georgia” territory annexed by Russia. Academician 
Ekvtime Takhaishvili described: “During World War I, when the Russian Army took almost the 
whole of Anatolia, the Chorokhi valley was left behind the Russian Army and, in 1917, we were 
able to arrange a third expedition in Tao-Tortum- Ispir. We invited civil engineer, A. Kalgin; 
painter D. Shevardnadze; volunteer architect and alpinist, I. Zhdanevich; painter, L. Gudiash-
vili; painter-artist, M. Chiaureli; and a priest of Vardzia Monastery, Ipolite”.

Solomonkala Cave and local population. 1914
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sofio gurielis saflavi lazur sofel platanaSi. kavkasiis fronti

Sophio Gurieli’s grave in the Laz village of Platan. Caucasus Front
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solomon II-is saflavi trapizonSi. kavkasiis fronti

Solomon II’s grave in Trabzon. Caucasus Front
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arTvini. wina planze haupvaxtis Senoba

Artvin. Hauptvacht building
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qarTveli jariskacebi rizeSi. 1916 w

qarTveli cxenosani. kavkasiis fronti. 1914 w

Georgian soldiers in Rize. 1916

Georgian horseman. Caucasus Front. 1914
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qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916
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qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916
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qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

pirvel msoflio omSi TurqeTis, ruseTis winaaRmdeg Cabmam saqarTve-

los mosaxleoba kidev ufro ganawyo brZolisaTvis, qarTuli mxed-

robis didi nawili fexze dadga, radganac maT monawileoba unda 

mieRoT istoriuli amocanis - WaneT-lazeTis SemoerTebis saqmeSi. 

1916 wlis aprilSi ruseTis imperiam saxelmwifo sazRvari samxreT-

iT gadaitana da WaneTis didi nawili, qalaq trapizonis CaTvliT, 

imperiis sazRvrebSi moeqca. saqarTveloSi miaCndaT, rom es movlena 

xels Seuwyobda qarTvelebis lazebTan da sxva gamahmadianebul Tan-

amoZmeebTan daaxloebas.

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916
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The involvement of Turkey in World War I against Russia gave 
Georgian people more enthusiasm to fight. A large section of the 
Georgian Army prepared to fight for the historical aim – accession of 
Chaneti-Lazeti. In April 1916, the Russian Empire moved the state 
border to the south and a large part of Chaneti, including Trabzon, 
remained within the borders of Empire.  Georgians hoped this histori-
cal event would promote enclosing Georgians with Laz People and 
other Islamized parties.
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hasan yalas cixe da qarTveli meomrebi. 14.01.1915 w

Hasankala Castle and Georgian soldiers. 14.01.1915
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qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

qalaqi rize ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916

The City Rize as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916
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qalaqi trapizoni, germaneli da Turqi meomrebis mier mitovebuli zarbazani. 31.05.1916 w

qalaqi trapizoni ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi. 1916 w

The city Trabzon. Aircruft gun left by German and Turkish soldiers. 31.05.1916

The City Trabzon as a part of the Russian Empire. 1916
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omi da propaganda

War  and  Propaganda
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brZola TurqebTan amierkavkasiaSi. feradi ilustracia. 1915 w

xofis aReba. feradi ilustracia. 1916 w

Battle against Turks in the Transcaucasia. Color illustration. 1915

Conquest of Hopa. Color illustration. 1916
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ardaganis aReba. feradi ilustracia. 1915 w

brZola ardaganTan. feradi ilustracia. 1915 w

Conquest of Ardagan. Color illustration. 1915

Battle near Ardagan. Color illustration. 1915
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brZola ardaganTan. feradi ilustracia. 1915 w

ardaganis aReba. feradi ilustracia. 1915 w

Battle near Ardagan. Color illustration. 1915

Conquest of Ardagan. Color illustration. 1915
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Turquli droSebi da Standartebi erzerumis cixidan, gamofenili TbilisSi mosaxleob-

isTvis saCveneblad. foto daibeWda Jurnal “The Graphic” pirvel gverdze. 1916 w
Turkish flags from the Erzurum Castle exhibited for the population of Tbilisi. Photo 

published on the first page of the journal “The Graphic”. 1916
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saqarTvelos egzarqosi pitirimi da protoierei gotibaZe kavkasiis frontze. 1915 w

Exarches of Georgia, Pitirim, and priest Gotibadze on the Caucasus Front. 1915
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kavkasiis armiis jariskacebi 

da datyvevebuli Turqi 

jariskacebi. mejingerti

saqarTvelos egzarqosi pitirimi da generali nikoloz baraTaSvili kavkasiis frontis 

mowinave poziciebze. zanzaxi. 1915 w

Soldiers of the Caucasus 
Army and exiled Turk sol-
diers. Mejingert
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kavkasiis armiis jariskacebi 

da qurTi tyveebi. 1916 w

Soldiers of the Caucasus 
Army and Kurdish exiles. 

1916

Exarches of Georgia, Pitirim, and General Nikoloz Baratashvili on the advanced position of 
the Caucasus Front. Zansakh. 1915
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podpolkovnik aleqsandre beburiSvilis (1879-1975) saflavis qva kukiis sasaflaoze

Tombstone of a Lieutenant Alexander Beburishvili (1879-1915) in the Kukia Cemetery.
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kavkasiis fronti

Caucasus  Front
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nikoloz II yarsSi. 1915 w

The official Russian declaration of war to the Ottoman Empire came on November 2 1914. 
Thus, between Russia and Turkey emerged the Caucasus Front. The Third Army of Tur-
key, under the command of Military Minister, Enver Pasha, included 100 infantry battalions, 35 
Cavalry Squadrons and 250 combat vehicles. After beginning military actions, the Caucasian 
Army divided into two directions: 
1.Kars Line (Kars Erzurum) – almost six divisions from the old Georgian city Oltis to Sarikam-
ish
2.Erevan Line with two divisions and a Cavalry Detachment 

In 1914, the Caucasian army crossed the border of Turkey and started to attack the 350 
kilometers Line, but faced with  the fierce resistance was forced to think more about defense. 
At the same time, the Turkish Army invaded the territory of Georgia. The Caucasian Army 
started retreating. The enemy took control over the Batumi district and historical city of the 
Kars region, Ardagan. 

At the end of March 1915, the Caucasian Army liberated South Adjara and the Batumi 
district from the Turks. In December 1915 and February 1916, the Caucasian Army success-
fully carried out an offensive operation to Erzurum. On 3 February Erzurum Castle was taken. 
The Turkish Garrison started retreating and lost almost 70 % of their Artillery Brigade. In 
April, the Caucasus Army moved in two directions from Erzurum; part went north and captured 
the ancient port city of Trabzon. The largest part of the historical Lazeti-Chaneti and Tao-
Klarjeti joined the territory of Georgia.  The chaos caused by the Russian Revolution in 1917 
put a stop to all Russian military operations. The Russian forces began to conduct withdrawals. 
At the end of the year, the Caucasus Front totally collapsed. 
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1914 wlis 2 noembers ruseTis imperiam TurqeTs omi gamoucxa. amdenad, ruseTsa da 

TurqeTs Soris kavkasiis fronti warmoiSva. TurqeTma samxedro ministris enver-faSas 

mTavarsardlobiT mesame armia aamoqmeda. es ukanaskneli fexosanTa 100 batalions, 

cxenosanTa 35 eskadrons da 250-mde sabrZolo manqanas moicavda. fronti Savi zRvis 

sanapirodan mosulamde gaiWima. sabrZolo moqmedebebis dawyebisTanave  kavkasiuri 

armia ori mimarTulebiT gaiyo:

1.yarsis mimarTuleba (yarsi - erzerumi) - daaxloebiT 6 divizia Zvel   qarTul qalaq 

olTisidan vidre sariyamiSamde; 

2.erevnis momarTuleba - 2 diviziiTa da cxenosanTa razmiT.

1914 wels kavkasiurma armiam TurqeTis sazRvari gadalaxa da 350 kilometrian xazze 

Seteva daiwyo, Tumca Sexvda ra gaafTrebul winaaRmdegobas, mouwia Tavdacvaze gadas-

vla. amave dros Turquli jarebi saqarTvelos teritoriaze SemoiWrnen. kavkasiurma armiam 

ukan daxeva daiwyo da baTumis olqi, ramdenime cixesimagris gamoklebiT, aseve yarsis 

olqis istoriuli qarTuli qalaqi ardagani mowinaaRmdegis xelSi gadavida.

1914 wlis dekembersa da 1915 wlis ianvarSi sariyamiSis operaciis dros kavkasiurma 

armiam TurqTa Seteva qalaq yarsze enver-faSas sardlobiT sabolood SeaCera.

1915 wlis martis bolos kavkasiurma armiam TurqTagan samxreTi aWara da baTumis 

mTeli olqi gaaTavisufla. 1915 wlis dekembersa da 1916 wlis TebervalSi kavkasiurma 

armiam warmatebiT ganaxorciela erzerumis SeteviTi operacia. cixesimagris Sturmi 29 

ianvars daiwyo da 3 Tebervals erzerumi ukve aRebuli iyo. Turqulma garnizonma ukan 

daixia, man cocxali Zalis 70 procenti da TiTqmis mTeli artileria dakarga.  TurqTa 

devna erzerumis dasavleTiT 100 kilometris manZilze gagrZelda. kavkasiuri armiis 

Setevebi sxva mimarTulebiTac warmatebuli iyo. biTlisTan gamarjvebis Semdeg armia 

qalaq trapizons miuaxlovda da 5 aprils qalaqi mTlianad daikava. 1916 wlis zafxulisaT-

vis istoriuli lazeT-WaneTisa da tao-klarjeTis teritoriis udidesi nawili saqarTve-

los SeuerTda da, aqedan gamomdinare, ruseTis imperiis SemadgenlobaSi moeqca. 1917 

wlis Tebervlis revoluciam kavkasiis frontze qaosi da areuloba Seitana. armia Tan-

daTan iSleboda, jariskacebma masobrivad daiwyes dezertiroba. wlis bolos kavkasiis 

fronti mTlianad moiSala.

Nikoloz II in Kars. 1915
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qarTveli jariskacebi erzerumSi. 1916 w

Georgian soldiers in Erzurum. 1916
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erzerumis CifTe minare qalaqSi kavkasiis armiis Sesvlis Semdeg. 1916 w

“Chifte Minare” of Erzurum after the invasion of the Caucasus Army. 1916
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kavkasiis armiis mier dakavebuli erzerumis osmaluri droSebi. marcxnidan meore ka-

pitani aleqsandre koniaSvili, pirveli SeiWra erzrumis cixesimagreSi. piradad impera-

torma gadasca wminda giorgis jvari.

Erzurum Castle after the invasion of the Caucasus Army and Ottoman flags. 1916. 
Amongst the soldiers is standing Captain Alexander Koniashvili. He first broke into the city 
and the Emperor personally awarded him the Cross of Saint George.
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kavkasiis armiis mier dakavebuli erzerumis osmaluri droSebi. marcxnidan meore ka-

pitani aleqsandre koniaSvili, pirveli SeiWra erzrumis cixesimagreSi. piradad impera-

torma gadasca wminda giorgis jvari.

erzerumis SturmSi Turqestanis me-2 da kavkasiis 1-li korpusebi monawileobdnen. 

rezervSi orenburgis kazakTa me-2 da cimbiris brigadebi iyo. sul operaciaSi 60 

aTasi adamiani, 166 savele manqana, 29 haubica da 16 yumbarmtyorcni monawileobda. 

erzerumis SturmSi aTasobiT qarTveli iyo CarTuli. Seteva 11 Tebervlis 14 saaTze 

saartilerio cecxliT daiwyo da 16 Tebervlis dilis 5 saaTze erzerumis dacemiT 

dasrulda.

In the Erzurum storming operation 60 thousand people participated, 166 field cars, 29 
howitzers and 16 grenade launchers.  Thousands of Georgians were involved in the storm. 
The attack finished with the fall of Erzurum.
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kavkasiis armiis mier dakavebuli qalaqi erzerumi 1915 w

Cobandedes (keprikeis) xidi, mdinare araqsze 1915 w

Erzurum Castle after the invasion of the Caucasus Army. 1915

Chobandede Bridge on the Aras River. 1915
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kavkasiis armiis mier dakavebuli qalaqi yarsi 1915 w

Kars after the invasion of the Caucasus Army. 1915
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qarTuli sazogadoebis nawili aRafrTovana 1914 wlis noem-

berSi nikoloz meoris stumrobam saqarTveloSi. imereTis 

Tavadaznaurobis winamZRolma niJaraZem mefes qarTvel Ta-

vadaznaurTagan mebrZoli razmebis Sedgenis nebarTva sTxova. 

asec moxda. mokle xanSi qarTvelma Tavadaznaurobam frontze 

ori batalioni gagzavna polkovnik jandierisa da WavWavaZis 

sardlobiT. mniSvnelovani nawili moxalised Sevida "velur di-

viziaSi".

Part of the Georgian society was fascinated with Nikoloz II’s visit 
to Georgia in November 1914. The leader of Georgian nobility, 
Nizharadze, requested permission from the King to create groups of 
militants. Soon, the Georgian nobility sent to the front two battal-
ions under the command of Colonels Jandieri and Chavchavadze. 
An important number of volunteers went into the “Wild Division”.
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kavkasiis armiis aRlumi qalaq yarsSi. 1915 w

kavkasiis armiis aRlumi qalaq yarsSi. 1915 w

Caucasian Army Parade in Kars. 1915

Caucasian Army Parade in Kars. 1915
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kavkasiis armiis aRlumi qalaq yarsSi. 1915 w

qarTvel msaxiobTa dasi qalaq yarsSi. 1915 w

Caucasian Army Parade in Kars. 1915

Georgian Theatre Troupe in Kars. 1915
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nikoloz meore yarsSi. 1915 w

qvemo sariyamiSi. 1915 w

Nikoloz II in Kars. 1915

The lower Sarikamis. 1915
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nikoloz meore yarsSi. 1915 w

Nikoloz II in Kars. 1915
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nikoloz meore tfilisSi. 1914 w

Nikoloz II in Tiflis. 1914
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kavkasiis armiis mier dakavebuli hasan-yala. 1915 w

kavkasiis armiis mebrZolebi tao-klarjeTSi. 1915 w

Hasankala after the invasion of the Caucasus Army. 1915

Soldiers of the Caucasus Army in Tao-Klarjeti. 1915
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Captive Georgians memorial in Eger (Austria)

Georgian doctor, Abraam Tetradze, killed in World War I and his 

tombstone in the Kukia Cemetery.
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omis qarTveli
gmirebi

Georgian Heroes of the War
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konstantine afxazi (1867-1923) - qarTveli sazogado, politikuri da samxe-

dro moRvawe, caristuli armiis (1916) da saqarTvelos demokratiuli respublikis 

erovnuli armiis (1918) artileriis general-maiori, saqarTvelos erovnuli sab-

Wos wevri (1917-1919), pirveli msoflio omis wlebSi sardlobda saartilerio 

brigadas.

Konstantine (Kote) Abkhazi (1867-1923) was a notable Georgian military officer, politi-
cian and public figure. He was the General-Major in the National Army of the Democratic 
Republic of Georgia (1918). Abkhazi commanded an artillery brigade in the First World War.
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givi ivanes Ze amilaxvari (1874-1943) - Tavadi. 1895 wels daasrula paJTa 

korpusi. pirvel msoflio omSi "velur diviziaSi" msaxurobda. iyo daRestanelTa 

meore cxenosani polkis meTauri. 1916 wels gamoCenili mamacobisaTvis  wmin-

da giorgis IV xarisxis ordeniT, 1917 wels ki giorgis xmliT dajildovda. imave 

wels general maioris Cini miiRo. gardaicvala parizSi.

Givi Amilakhvari (1874-1943) was a prince. During World War I, he served in the “Wild 
Division”. In 1917, he received the title of General-Major.
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nikoloz nikolozis Ze baraTaSvili (1865-1932) - ruseTis armiis qarTveli kavaleri-

is generali. pirvel msoflio omSi kavkasiuri diviziiT CaerTo. 1915 wlis 3 dekembers 

man Zveli sparseTis dedaqalaqi daikava da iranis SuagulSi winsvlisaTvis kargi safuZ-

veli moamzada. germanelTa emisari grafi kaunici masTan erT-erT SetakebaSi daiRupa, 

ris Semdegac qarTvelma generalma yumi daikava da irani TurqeTis mesopotamias moswy-

vita. am manevriT rusulma saeqspedico korpusma mowinaaRmdege sparseTidan gaaZeva da 

qveyana antantis qveynebis kontrols dauqvemdebara.

Nikoloz the son of Nikoloz Baratashvili (1865-1932) was a General of the Geor-
gian Cavalry in the Russian Army. He was awarded the title of General of the Cavalry 
on 8 September 1917. In World War I he was involved in the Caucasian Division.
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vasil gabaSvili  (1853-1933) - qarTveli samxedro moRvawe.   ibrZoda pirvel msof-

lio omSi da mieniWa polkovnikis samxedro rangi. 1914 wlis seqtembridan 1915 wlis iv-

lisamde iyo kavkasiis motomsrolelTa me-3 brigadis meTauri. 1915 wlis 17 maiss dajil-

dovda wminda giorgis IV xarisxis ordeniT. 1915 wlis ivlisidan 1916 wlis agvistomde 

iyo kavkasiis grenaderTa diviziis meTauri. 1916-1917 wlebSi iyo Tbilisis samxedro 

komendanti.

Vasily Gabashvili (1853-1933) was a Georgian military commander in the service of the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia. He fought in the First World War and received the military 
rank of Colonel. By the order of 17 May 1915, he was awarded the IV Rank Order of Saint 
George.
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konstantine levanis Ze gelovani (1873 -1932) - Tavadi, qarTveli samxedro moRvawe. 

kariera daiwyo leibgrenaderTa erevnis polkSi. daamTavra iunkerTa Tbilisis saswavle-

beli. pirveli msoflio omis dros ibrZoda Crdilo dasavleTis frontze. 1914 wlis 24 

noembers sofel CeriukoviznasTan afeTqebulma yumbaram kantuzia miaRebina, miuxeda-

vad amisa, brZola gaagrZela. am brZolaSi "gamoCenili gmirobisa da mamacobisaTvis" 

1914 wlis 15 maiss dajildovda wminda giorgis IV xarisxsis ordeniT. aseve mieniWa 

Semdegi ordenebi: wminda anas meoTxe xarisxis, wminda anas meore xarisxis xmliT 

(9.09.1915), wminda anas mesame xarisxis xmliT da bafTiT (11.03.1915), wminda giorgis 

meoTxe xarisxis (14.05.1915), wminda vladimeris meoTxe xarisxis xmliT da bafTiT 

(30.05.1915), wminda stanislavis meore xarisxis 1915 wlis 25 agvistos britaneTis me-

fis georg V-is mier dajildovda ordeniT "gamorCeuli RvawlisaTvis" "D.S.O" (es jildo 

ruseTis imperiaSi sul ramdenime adamians gadaeca). 1915 wels daiWra, gamojanmrTelebi-

sTanave 1916 wlis ianvarSi dabrunda frontze. 

Konstantine a son of Levan Gelovani (1873 - 1932) was a prince, Georgian military of-
ficer and a Colonel. During World War I, he fought on the North-West front. On 15 May 
1914, Gelovani was awarded the IV Rank Order of Saint George. On 25 August 1915, was 
awarded the “D.S.O” order by the King of the United Kingdom George V.
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varlam levanis Ze gelovani (1878-1915) _ quTaisis guberniidan airCies 

ruseTis imperiis me-4 saxelmwifo saTaTbiros wevrad. 1912 wels man 

qarTvelTagan pirvelma saxelmwifo saTaTbiroSi moiTxova saqarTvelos 

avtonomia. pirveli msoflio omis dros ibrZoda germanul frontze, ro-

gorc sanitaruli razmis xelmZRvaneli. 1915 wlis dasawyisSi gadaisroles 

kavkasiis frontze, lazareTSi Seeyara tifi da gardaicvala 1915 wlis 22 

Tebervals. dajildovda wm.giorgis medliT da wiTeli jvris warCinebis 

niSniT (1914 w)

Varlam a son of Levan Gelovani (1878-1915) fought as a leader of the Sanitation Squad 
during World War I. In 1912, he was the first Georgian to demand the autonomy of Georgia 
in the Russian State Assembly. Was awarded the order of Saint George and Red Cross 
honors mark (1914).
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wamowolia- konstantine gelovani, marcxniv meore rigSi meuRle, saSa gamrekeli

Konstantine Gelovani is laying, in the second row on the left is his wife Sasha Gamrekeli
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konstantine gelovani sxva oficrebTan erTad stumrad nikoloz II-sTan "carskoe seloSi"

meore rigSi,  marjvnidan meoTxe zis konstantine gelovani

Konstantine Gelovani is laying, in the second row on the left is his wife Sasha Gamrekeli

Konstantine Gelovani with officers visiting with Nikoloz II in “Tsarskoye Selo“

In the second row, the Fourth on the right is a seated Konstantine Gelovani



70

ruseTis imperatrica aleqsandra (meore rigSi, marcxnidan mexuTe) princesa olga 

(meore rigSi, marcxnidan mesame) princesa tatiana (meore rigSi marcxnidan meSvide) 

stumrad daWril konstantine gelovanTan (meore rigSi marcxnidan meeqvse)
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Russian Empress Alexandra (in the second row, the fifth on the left), Princess Olga (in the 
second row, third on the left), Princess Tatiana (in the second row, seventh on the left) visiting 
wounded Konstantine Gelovani (in the second row, sixth on the left)
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giorgi aslanis Ze gelovani (1895-

1941) - poruCiki. swavlobda peter-

burgis kadetTa korpusSi. 19 wlis 

asakSi monawileoba miiRo pirvel 

msoflio omSi. ibrZoda kavkasiis 

frontze. 1921 wels xelmZRvanelob-

da razms, romelmac gaafTrebuli 

winaaRmdegoba gauwia me-11 wiTeli 

armiis SemoWras saqarTveloSi. gar-

daicvala patimrobaSi.

George Gelovani (1895-1941) 
was a Lieutenant who studied at the 
St. Petersburg Cadet Corps. A 
young 19 years old Gelovani fought in 
World War I on the Caucasus front. 

kiril zdaneviCi (1892- 1969) - 

polonuri warmoSobis qarTveli mx-

atvari futuristi, wignebis ilustra-

tori, Teatraluri dizaineri. 1914 wlis 

maisSi gaiwvies Crdilo-dasavleTis 

frontze. iyo wminda giorgis ordenis 

kavaleri

Kirill Zdanevich (1892-1969) was a 
Georgian modern graphic artist, thea-
tre painter and one of the founders of 
Georgian Cubism-Futurism. Zdanevich 
was originally from Poland. In May 1914 
he was called up to the North-Western 
Front. Kirill Zdanevich was awarded the 
order of Saint George.
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uCa dadiani (1875-1932) - qarTveli Tavadi, samegrelos mTavris daviT dadian-

is ZmisSvili. pirvel msoflio omSi pirveli kavkasiuri, igive "veluri diviziis", 

CeCenTa cxenosani polkis asmeTauris rangSi monawileobda, gamoCenili mamaco-

bisaTvis wminda giorgis II xarisxis ordeni miiRo. 1916 wels trapezundisa da 

erzerumis operaciebSic monawileobda

Ucha Dadiani (1875-1932) was a Georgian prince. From his early years, Dadiani 
served in the personal guards of the Russian Emperor. During World War I he fought 
in the “Wild Division”. For his bravery, he was awarded the II Rank Order of Saint 
George.
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aleqsandre nikolozis Ze erisTavi 

(1873-1955) - qarTveli samxedro moR-

vawe.  pirveli msoflio omis dros 

Tavi gamoiCina germaniis frontze da 

dajildovda wminda giorgis IV xarisxis 

ordeniT (10.11.1914), wminda giorgis 

oqros xmliT (1915) da wminda anas I 

xarisxis xmlebiani ordeniT, amasTan-

ave miiRo general-maioris wodeba da 

misi udidebulesobis amalaSi Cairicxa. 

meTaurobda kavalergardis polks, gvar-

diis kavaleriis brigadas, divizias. 

1917 wels agvistoSi dainiSna kavkasi-

is me-3 armiis korpusis meTaurad da 

miiRo general-leitenantis Cini.

Alexander Eristoff (1873-1955) was a 
Georgian military officer. During World War I 
he distinguished himself on the German Front 
and was awarded the IV Rank Order of Saint 
George.

giorgi (giguSa)  nikolozis Ze er-

isTavi (1875-1947) - pirvel msoflio 

omSi frontis xazze daiWra, gamo-

Cenili mamacobisaTvis dajildovda 

wminda vladimiris IV da III xarisxis 

xmlebiani ordenebiT. iyo sapatio 

legionis wevri. 1917 wels mieniWa 

general-maioris wodeba.

George, son of Nikoloz Eristoff (1875-
1947) was a Staff-Rittmeister (Cavalry 
Captain) and a General-Major of the 
Georgian Army. He was wounded on the 
front line and for his bravery was awarded the 
III and IV Rank Orders of Saint Vladimir.
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daviT lavrentis Ze javriSvili 

(1894-1971) - cnobili baletmaisteri,  

qoreografi,  sportuli sazogadoe-

ba "Sevardenis" erT-erTi fuZemde-

beli. 1914 wels Tbilisis gimnaziis 

damTavrebisTanave Cairicxa Tbili-

sis samxedro saswavlebelSi, romlis 

damTavrebis Semdeg gaiwvies pirvel 

msoflio omSi. igi warmatebiT ibr-

Zoda kavkasiis frontze.

David Javrishvili (1894-1971) was a fa-
mous Georgian ballet master and choreogra-
pher, one of the founders of the sports soci-
ety “Shevardeni”. After finishing the Tbilisi 
Military Institute, he was sent to the Cauca-
sus Front in World War I.

valerian TevzaZe (1892-1985) - 

qarTveli oficeri, saqarTvelosa 

da poloneTis samxedro moRvawe. 

1914 wels daamTavra Tbilisis 

samxedro saswavlebeli. pirveli 

msoflio omis dros kapitani Tev-

zaZe msaxurobda ruseTis armiis 

kavkasiis msrolelTa me-8 polkSi, 

sadac, qarTvel jariskacTa Soris 

wera-kiTxvis gavrcelebas uwyobda 

xels.

Valerian Tevzadze (1892-1985) was 
a Georgian military officer in the service 
of Georgia and Poland. In 1914, he fin-
ished Tbilisi Military School. During 
World War I, Captain Tevzadze served 
in the 8th regiment of Caucasian Ri-
flemen of the Russian Army, where he 
spread reading and writing skills amongst 
the Georgian soldiers.



76

taras daviTis Ze  vaSakiZe (1876 -1937) - qarTve-

li samxedro moRvawe, general-maiori. monawile-

obda  pirvel msoflio omSi. gansakuTrebiT 

gamoiCina Tavi sariyamiSis brZolaSi. 22 dekem-

bers kapitanma vaSakiZem warmoudgenlad riskiani, 

SeiZleba iTqvas, Tavxeduri manevri ganaxorciela, 

man or nawilad gahyo Tavisi aseuli. pirveli da-

nayofiT SeumCnevlad mouara zurgidan mters da 

poziciidan ukandasaxevi erTaderTi biliki gadau-

Wra. meore danayofi ki uSualod Tavisi meTau-

robiT swrafi marSiT daZra TurqTa Stabisken da 

orive mimarTulebiT erTdroulad gauxsna cecxli 

xeobaSi  momwyvdeul ocjer ufro mravalricxovan 

mowinaaRmdeges, romelsac Tovlis sqeli safaris 

gamo gadaadgileba uWirda, danebebis garda sxva 

gamosavali aRar darCa. kapitanma vaSakiZem tyved 

igdo me-9 korpusis meTauri isxan-faSa, sami di-

viziis meTauri TavianTi StabebiTurT, 107 sx-

vadasxva rangis oficeri, samedicino personali, 

2000-ze meti askeri Tof-iaraRiT, 8 zarbazani 

da 24 tyviamfrqvevi, vaznebi, banaki, hospitali, 

cxenebi, molebi da a.S.  sakmarisi iyo TurqTa 

mxridan odnavi SeeWvebac ki da mTeli avantiura 

CaiSleboda "maT rom scodnodaT, ramdeni viyaviT 

sinamdvileSi, joxebiT Tavisuflad gamogvrekavd-

nen tyidan celqobis gamo" - ironiulad SeniSnavda 

mogvianebiT Tavis mogonebebSi sariyamiSis gmi-

ri. man tyveebi StabSi waasxa da rusTa jaris gaog-

nebul meTaurs Caabara. rodesac erT-erTma Turqma 

generalma vaSakiZis manevris Sesaxeb gaigo, ga-

brazebulma daiyvira "RmerTma dalaxvros SaiTan-

kapitanio". mas Semdeg taras vaSakiZes metsaxelad 

"eSmak" anu "SaiTan kapitans" eZaxdnen. 1915 wels 

vaSakiZes mieniWa polkovnikis wodeba da wminda 

giorgis, wminda stanislavisa da wminda anas or-

denebi. 1918 wels Cadga damoukidebeli saqarTve-

los samxedro samsaxurSi da miiRo general-maio-

ris wodeba.

Taras Vashakidze (1876-1937) was a Georgian mili-
tary officer and a General-Major who participated in the 
First World War. He especially distinguished himself in 
the battle of Sarikamish (1914-1915). Captain Vashak-
idze took the Ottoman Army Corps Commander, Ishak 
Pasha, and his 2000 entire staff prisoners with just 100 
soldiers. For this great victory, Turks called him the 
“Captain Seytan (devil in Turkey)”. In 1915, he received 
the rank of Colonel and the orders of Saint George, 
Saint Stanislav and Saint Anna.
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giorgi mazniaSvili (1870-1937) - qarTveli mxedarTmTavari, generali. Tbili-

sis olqis general-gubernatori, saqarTvelo-somxeTis omis mTavarsardali. axal-

cixisa da axalqalaqis general-gubernatori, Tbilisis garnizonis meTauri. pirvel 

msoflio omSi mazniaSvili ibrZoda dasavleTis frontze. daiWra varSavasTan.

George Mazniashvili (1870-1937) was a Georgian military leader, general, general-gover-
nor of Tbilisi district and a commander-in-chief in the Georgia-Armenia War. Mazniashvili was 
also a general-governor of Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki towns and Commander of the Tbilisi 
garrison. In World War I he fought on the Western Front and was wounded near Warsaw.
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leo kereseliZe (1885-1943) - qarTveli samxedro da politikuri moR-

vawe, erovnul-ganmaTavisuflebeli moZraobis erT-erTi lideri, generali. 

1913-14 wlebSi Tanaredaqtorobda JenevaSi gamomaval gazeTs "Tavisufali 

saqarTvelo", romlis damfuZnebeli misi Zma giorgi kereseliZe iyo. imave 

periodSi mecnier mixeil wereTelTan erTad saTaveSi Caudga "saqarTve-

los gaTavisuflebis komitets", romelmac pirveli msoflio omis daw-

yebis Semdeg berlinSi daido bina. aq kereseliZe TanamSromlobda "qarTul 

gazeTSi" da monawileobda "qarTuli legionis" CamoyalibebaSi. es Sen-

aerTi, romelsac saTaveSi TviTonve Caudga, ganTavsda osmaleT-ruseTis 

kavkasiis frontze. igi moqmedebda, rogorc gancalkevebul moxaliseTa 

samxedro SenaerTi germaniisa da osmaleTis samxedro xelmZRvanelobis 

kontrolis qveS. kereseliZem legioni lazebiT da mahmadiani qarTvele-

biT Seavso da ganaxorciela ramdenime reidi aWaraSi, riTac seriozuli 

safrTxe Seuqmna rusul komunikaciebs baTumis misadgomebTan. mogvi-

anebiT, osmaleTis sardlobasTan uTanxmoebis gamo legioni faqtobri-

vad daSales, magram kereseliZe ganagrZobda diversiuli aqtebis mowyobas 

ruseTis armiis winaaRmdeg. 1914 wlis 14 seqtembers, leo kereseliZisa 

da konstantinopolSi germaniis elC baron vangenhaimTan Sexvedrisas 

gairkva, Tu rogor gamoiyureboda germaniis TvaliT danaxuli saqarTve-

los sazRvrebi. elCi pirobas iZleoda, rom momaval samSvidobo molapa-

rakebaze germania mxars dauWerda saqarTvelos damoukideblobas da mis 

SemadgenlobaSi Sevidoda: afxazeTi, samegrelo, samurzayano, svaneTi, 

leCxumi, quTaisisa da Tbilisis guberniebi, zaqaTala, baTumi.

Leo Kereselidze (1885-1944) was a Georgian military figure and politician. 
Following the start of World War I, he settled in Berlin where he began working 
for the newspaper “Kartuli Gazeti” (Georgian Newspaper). Kereselidze led a 
military unit of Georgian volunteers, the Georgian Legion, which fought on the 
German side and was transferred to the Ottoman-Russian Caucasus Front. 
He filled the legion with Laz people and Muslim Georgians and carried out a 
raid in Adjara, thereby threatening the Russian Communications near Batumi. 
Later, he was promoted to General-Major, but the Legion was disbanded due 
to his disagreement with the Ottoman government, but Kereselidze continued 
staging subversions against the Russian troops. After the collapse of the Rus-
sian armies in the Caucasus and the proclamation of Georgian independence 
in May 1918, Kereselidze was able to return to his own country and then help 
create national army divisions. After the Red Army invasion of Georgia, Ker-
eselidze emigrated.
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daviT samsonis Ze kldiaS-

vili (1862-1931) - saqarTve-

los saxalxo mwerali. mefis 

ruseTis armiis oficeri. 1915 

wels mobilizaciiT gaiwvies 

kavkasiis frontze. msaxurob-

da lazeTis teritoriaze, gan-

sakuTrebul yuradRebas iCenda 

adgilobrivi Wanuri mosaxleo-

bis mimarT.

Davit Kldiashvili (1862-1931) 
was a Georgian people’s writer. In 
the 1915 mobilization he was called 
up to the Ottoman Front. Due to 
his helping the Chans resettle in 
Turkey, he was expecting a trial, 
but the Russian Revolution of 1917 
helped him and he was able to return 
to his native village.

giorgi Tuxareli (1891-1937) 

- qarTveli samxedro moRvawe. 

msaxurobda ruseTis imperiis 

armiaSi, Semdeg saqarTvelos 

demokratiuli respublikis sax-

alxo gvardiaSi (polkovniki). 

1918 wlidan  iyo afxazeTSi 

bolSevikuri amboxebis CaxSobis 

erT-erTi xelmZRvaneli.

George Tukhareli (1891-1937) 
was a Georgian military officer in the 
service of the Russian Empire and 
later Democratic Republic of Georgia 
as a Colonel. From 1918 he was one 
of the leaders repressing the Bolshevik 
insurgency in Abkhazia.
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qaquca ColoyaSvili (1888-1930) - 

qarTveli samxedro moRvawe, polkovniki. 

saqarTvelos demokratiuli respublikis 

Tavdacvis ministris moadgile. pirveli 

msoflio omis dros Tavi gamoiCina sari-

yamiSis brZolaSi. cixesimagre "arwivis 

budesTan", daiWra. am brZolaSi Cadenili 

gmirobisTvis is oqros xmliT daajil-

doves. gankurnebis Semdeg, 1915 wels, qaqu-

ca axaldaarsebul saqarTvelos cxenosan-

Ta razmSi Caewera, romelic nikoloz 

baraTaSvilis xelmZRvanelobiT sparseTSi 

ibrZoda. razmma warmatebuli reidi ganax-

orciela da mesopotamiis udabnos gavliT 

SeuerTda britaneTis armias.

Kakutsa Cholokashvili (1888-1930) was 
a Georgian nobleman and military command-
er, regarded as a National Hero of Georgia.  
With the outbreak of World War I in 1914, 
he was transferred to the Caucasus Front. 
During the Battle of Sarikamish in Decem-
ber 1914, he commanded a cavalry squadron 
within the corps led by General Gabashvili 
and distinguished himself by capturing and de-
fending the strategic “Eagle’s Nest” against 
an overwhelming number of Ottoman troops. 

ilia ColoyaSvili (1886 -1915) - 1915 wlis 

9 seqtembers belorusiaSi, sofel baranci-

Si mtris ori tyviamfrqvevis  gaafTrebul 

winaaRmdegobas Sexvda. Tavadi ColoyaSvi-

li ar daibna, is SeZaxiliT - "vaSa" - sangri-

dan amoxta da Tavis aseulTan erTad pirda-

pir mtrisaken daiZra. man pirvelma miirbina 

germanelebis tyviamfrqvevTan da xelCarTul 

brZolaSi Caeba, maleve xelT igdo sacecxle 

wertili, mowinaaRmdege Sedrka da gaiqca. 

am operaciis dros ColoyaSvilis razmma  6 

adamiani daatyveva, gaanadgura 2 oficeri 

da 15 dabali Cinis samxedro. imave wlis 11 

an  12 seqtembers, RamiT, Tavadi ColoyaS-

vili sofel barancisTan sasikvdilod 

daWres, gardaicvala lazareTSi, is wminda 

giorgis IV xarisxsis ordeniT sikvdilis 

Semdeg daajildoves.

Ilia Cholokashvili (?-1915) was named a 
Commander of the Seneni 303 Infantry in 
World War I. On the front line he was wound-
ed and died in an infirmary. Cholokashvili 
was awarded the IV Rank Order of Saint 
George after death.
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giorgi mixeilis Ze furcelaZe (1866-

1924) - qarTveli samxedro moRvawe, 

general-maiori, baTumis samxedro ko-

mendanti da TurqeTTan sazRvris gama-

grebis Stabis ufrosi.  pirveli msof-

lio omis dros meTaurobda Sirvanis 

84-e qveiT polks. 1916 wels mieniWa 

general-maioris wodeba. 1918 wlidan 

msaxurobda saqarTvelos demokratiuli 

respublikis armiaSi.

George Purtseladze (1866-1924) was 
a Georgian military officer, General-Major, 
Military Commandant of Batumi and Chief of 
Staff, strengthening the border with Turkey. 
During the First World War he commanded the 
84th Infantry Regiment of Shirvan. In 1916, he 
received the title of General-Major and from 
1918 he served in the army of the Democratic 
Republic of Georgia.

ilia odiSeliZe (1865-1925) - qarTve-

li samxedro da politikuri moRvawe. 

ilia odiSeliZes 1914 wlis 11 oqtomb-

ers general-leitenatis wodeba mieniWa 

da pirveli msoflio omis frontze 

gaigzavna. 25 oqtombers odiSeliZe 

iRebs wminda anas I xarisxis ordens 

xmlebiT. 1917 wlis 12 seqtembridan 

9 oqtombramde odiSeliZe dasavleTis 

frontze moqmedi me-3 armiis sardali 

iyo. 1917 wlis 2 oqtombers general-

leitenanti ilia odiSeliZe kavkasiis 

armiis sardali gaxda.

Ilia Odishelidze (1865-1925) was a 
Georgian military officer and politician. On 
11 October 1914, he received the title of 
Lieutenant-General and was sent to the 
First World War front. On 13 October, 
Odishelidze was appointed the 10th Army 
Staff Commander on the north-western 
front. On 2 October, 1917, he was appoint-
ed the Commander-in-Chief of the Cauca-
sus Army. In winter of 1918, Ilia Odishelidze 
became a Deputy Military Minister of the 
Transcaucasian Republic.
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giorgi kvinitaZe (namdv. gvari - 

Ciqovani) (1874-1970) - qarTveli samxedro 

moRvawe, generali. pirveli msoflio omis 

dros, 1916 wels, kvinitaZes mieniWa im-

peratoris armiis polkovnikis samxedro 

wodeba da dainiSna kavkasiis axladSeqmni-

li me-4 msroleli diviziis meTaurad. igi 

aqtiurad monawileobda arzrumis (erzeru-

mis) cixis aRebaSi, risTvisac dajildov-

da wminda giorgis IV xarisxis ordeniT. 

ruseTis 1917 wlis revolucias kvinitaZe 

general-maioris wodebiT Sexvda.

George Kvinitadze (1874-1970) – was 
a Georgian military commander who rose 
from an officer in the Imperial Russian army 
to Commander-in-Chief of the Democrat-
ic Republic of Georgia. During the First 
World War, in 1916, Kvinitadze was pro-
moted to Colonel and appointed a Chief of 
Staff of the 4th Caucasian Rifle Division. 
He actively participated in the process of 
taking the Erzurum Castle and was awarded 
the IV Rank Order of Saint George. By 
the Russian Revolution of 1917, Kvinitadze 
was already a General-Major.

general maiori zaqaria aleqsandres Ze mdivani (1867-1933) frontis xazze. olTisi.

General-Major Zakharia Mdivani (1867-1933) on the front line. Oltu.
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daTiko sexniaSvili- artaanis gmiri,, mfrinavi 

irakli besarionis Ze caguria (?-1969) 

- polkovniki. kavkasiis saartilerio di-

vizionis oficeri. pirvel msoflio omSi 

1917 wels dajildovda wminda giorgis 

xmliT, 1918 wels ki wminda giorgis IV 

xarisxis ordeniT.

Irakli Tsaguria (?-1969) was a Colonel and 
officer of the Caucasus Artillery Division. In 
1917, World War I, he was awarded the St. 
George’s Sword, and the same year received 
the IV Rank Order of Saint George.

evgeni simonis Ze imnaZe (1875-1944) 

- ruseTis imperiis generaluri Stabis gen-

eral-maiori. pirvel msoflio omSi fex-

osanTa 50-e diviziis meTauris rangSi 

dajildovda wminda giorgis xmliT.

Eugene Imnadze (1875-1944) was a Gen-
eral-Major of the Russian Empire’s General 
Staff. During World War I, in the rank of a 
Commander of the 50th Infantry Division, he 
was awarded the St. George’s Sword.

Datiko Sekhniashvili – hero of Ardahan, pilot.
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gazeT "cnobis furclis" informaciiT generalma giorgi yazbegma 

omSi sami Svili dakarga "nikolozi - rotmistri, giorgis pirveli Svili, 

TaTarTa polkis ufrosis adiutanti, karpatebSi mokluli 1915 wlis 16 

ianvars, gadmoasvenes yazbegSi. aleqsandre- giorgis meore Svili, pod-

polkovniki ukvalod daikarga loZTna brZolis dros, ar ician cocxalia 

Tu mkvdari. konstantine- giorgis mesame Svili, kapitani, msaxurebda 

sarkinisgzo batalionSi, avtomobilis gadabrunebis dros daiRupa 1915 

wlis 14 TibaTves"

generali giorgi yazbegi ojaxTan erTad

According to the newspaper “Tsnobis Purtseli“ (Notice Paper) General George Kazbegi 
lost three sons in the war: “Nikoloz, the first son of George, a Chief Adjutant of the Tatars 
Regiment, was killed in the Carpathian Mountains on 16 January 1915. Alexander, the sec-
ond son of George was a Lieutenant Colonel, lost without a trace. Konstantine, the third son 
of George was a Captain serving in the Railway Battalion. In 1915 was killed as a result of a 
vehicle accident.

General George Kasbegi with his family
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xoSabis cixe. TurqeTi. 1915 w

hasan yalas cixe. TurqeTi. 1915 w

Hojabi Castle. Turkey. 1915

Hasankala Castle. Turkey. 1915
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nino zaqarias asuli jorjaZe 

(1884-1968). man TbilisSi, mixei-

lis saavadmyofoSi mowyalebis 

dis kursebi gaiara, wiTeli jvris 

saerTaSoriso organizaciis 

wevri gaxda da 1914 wels, moxal-

ised wavida kavkasiis frontze. 

Tan waiRo Tavisi ganuyreli 

"kodakis" firmis fotoaparat-

ic. omis yvela dRe swored am 

fotoaparatma Semoinaxa. fron-

tis ambebi ki mis dRiurs Semor-

Ca. es aris sariyamiSis, yarsis, 

anisis, kara-kamisis, nazis Tu 

anis-yalas gacocxlebuli isto-

ria. nino jorjaZis mier gadaRe-

buli fotoebi amJamad aleqsandre 

bagrationisa da Tamar lorTqi-

faniZis ojaxSi inaxeba.

Nino Jorjadze (1884-1968) fin-
ished relief sister courses at the Saint 
Mikhail Hospital. Thereafter, she be-
came a member of the International Or-
ganization “Red Cross” and in 1914 
went as a volunteer to the Caucasus 
Front, taking the inseparable camera 

“Kodak” with her. Her pictures 
reflected front line stories, histories 
of Sarikamish, Kars, Ani, and more. 
Nowadays, the photos of Nino Jor-
jadze are kept in the families of Alex-
ander Bagrationi and Tamar Lortkip-
anidze. 
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inglisuri dajavSnuli avtomobilebis razmis mosamsaxureebi. n.jorjaZis foto

xnisi droebiTi mTavrobis deklaracia. n.jorjaZis foto

Officers of English Armored Vehicles Detachment. Photo by N. Jorjadze

Khnisi. Declaration of the Provisional Government. Photo by N. Jorjadze
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unter-oficeri porfile gorgoSiZe. wminda 

giorgis jvris kavaleri, 1918 wels ibrZoda 

Turqebis winaaRmdeg mdinare ColoqTan

aleqsi baidaraSvili. foto gadaRebulia 

I msoflio omSi gamgzavrebis win. gamo-

Cenili mamacobisaTvis dajildovebulia 

giorgis jvriT

Officer Porpile Gorgoshidze. Knight of Saint 
George Cross. In 1918 he fought against 
Turks near the River Choloki

Aleksi Baidarashvili. Photo taken before 
leaving for war
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barnab gujabiZe. (marjvnidan pirveli). foto 

gadaRebulia I msoflio omSi gamgzavrebis win

qarT
veli

 jar
iska

cebi
 kav

kasi
is f

ront
ze

Barnab Gujabidze (first on the right). Photo taken 

before leaving for war

Georgian soldiers on the Caucasus Front
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kavkasiis armiis jariskacebi sofel qaraqurTis SesasvlelSi. 1915 w

Georgians in Ardagan after the invasion of the Caucasus Army. 1915

Soldiers of the Caucasus Army. The village of Karkuti. 1915



93

me-16 grenaderTa megrelTa polkis 

praporSiki kasraZe

axmed deviZe- qarTveli legioneri. 

pirvel msoflio omSi ibrZoda 

germania-osmaleTis mxares

Warrant Officer Kasradze from the 16 
Grenadier Regiment of Mingrelians

Ahmed Devidze – Georgian Le-
gionnaire who fought on the side of 
Germany-Turkey during World War I
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qarTveli jariskaci rodion 

qorqia (marjvnidan pirveli). 

aRmosavleTis fronti

petre qavTaraZe (marjvnidan 

pirveli) pirvel msoflio omSi 

gamgzavrebis win  episkopos 

kirion II-sTan erTad

Georgian Soldier Rodion 
Qorqia (standing first on the 
right) on the Eastern Front. 
Samara. 1917

 Catholicos-Patriarch of Geor-
gia, Kirion II, and Georgian 
soldier Petre Kavtaradze (first 
on the right) before leaving for 
war
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valerian farcxalaZe (meore 

rigSi marjvnidan pirveli) 

TanamebrZolebTan erTad. 

1914 w

kanelike goguaZe. foto 

gadaRebulia I msoflio omSi 

gamgzavrebis win. 

Georgian soldier, Valerian 
Partskhaladze (is sitting 
first on the right) with his 
brothers-in-arms

Kanelike Goguadze. Photo taken 
before leaving for war. 
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kavkasiis armiis jariskacebi hasan-yalaSi. 1915 w

valerian matkava. I msoflio omSi 

dajildovda giorgis xmliTa da 

medliT

Valerian Matkava. In World War I he 
was awarded the Saint George Cross 
and Medal

Aircruft guns brought from Ardagan to Tbilisi

Soldiers of the Caucasus Army in Hasankala. 1915
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revaz gabaSvili qaliSvilTan erTad

revaz gabaSvilis mogoneba « saidumlo operacia »

	 1915 wlis dasawyisSi ruseTis imperiis samxedro ministrma vasil dumbaZes 

fuli da Sesabamisi dokumentacia Caabara da amerikis SeerTebuli Statebisken gais-

tumra, sadac mas amerikeli mewarmeebisTvis 15 milioni oqros maneTis Rirebulebis 

Wurvebi da tyvia-wamali unda SeekveTa. mgzavrobis marSruti stokholmze gadioda, 

sadac ruseTis imperiis qarTvel Cinovniks giorgi maCabeli eloda. vasil dumbaZes 

maCabeli, stokholmis erT-erT feSenebelur sastumroSi 1915 wlis dasawyisSi Sex-

vda... erTi Tvis Semdeg vasil dumbaZe ruseTSi dabrunda da samxedro ministrsa da 

Sesabamis samsaxurebs 15 milionis qviTrebi da dokumentacia Caabara. dokumentebis 

Tanaxmad, amerikel mewarmeebs ruseTis samxedro saministrosTvis Sesabamisi ka-

libris Wurvebi da tyvia-wamali, srulad, SekveTis miRebidan sami Tvis Tavze unda 

CaebarebinaT. sami Tvis Tavze damzadebuli produqcia rusul mxares marTlac Cab-

arda. saministrom miRebuli produqcia sxvadasxva frontebs umokles xanSi daugza-

vna, radgan rusi artileristebi Wurvebis Zlier naklebobas TiTqmis yvela frontze 

ganicdiden. yumbarebze damSeul mowinave jarebs daegzavna saCqarod, rom winandeli 

nakli, - erT zarbazanze erTi yumbara, erT saaTSi (daaxlovebiT), - gaeaT - da 

ockecebinaT. magram petrogradSi setyvasaviT wamovida yoveli mxridan depeSebi, 

Sikrikebi, werilebi ("donesenie"): - arc erTi yumbara, arc erT zarbazans ar adgeba 

. . . yvela erTi milimetriT ufro msxvilia lulebzedao". petrogradSi aliaqoTi as-

tyda. Sexla-Semoxla, gamoZieba, komisiebi, kontroli, miwer-mowera amerikis mTav-

robasa da "firmebTan" da sx. da sx. sanam gamoarkvevdnen, rom "amerikel firmebs" 

arc ki gaugiaT, sizmarSiac ar unaxavT arc fuli da arc SekveTa, arc dumbaZe, arc 

sxva vinme "rwmunebuli" . . . dumbaZis mier warmodgenili dokumentacia da qviTrebi 

yalbi aRmoCnda. 15 milioni maneTi oqroTi Cabarda ara amerikis SeerTebul Statebs, 

aramed ruseTis mter germanias. SekveTili Wurvebi germaniam daamzada - Tumca sx-

vadasxva kalibris Wurvebi standartiT gaTvaliswinebul zomas erTi milimetriT 

aRemateboda. germaniis dazvervis samsaxurisa da qarTveli patriotebis mier Catare-

bulma erTma operaciam, ruseTis imperiis fronti TurqeTis winaaRmdeg sagrZno-

blad daasustda, xeli Seuwyo germaniis aRmosavleTis frontze warmatebas, Tavad 

ruseTSi ki egerT wodebuli "paraJenculi" ganwyobilebis gaZliereba gamoiwvia.

Revaz Gabashvili with his daughter
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"veluri diviziis" mebrZolebi, maT Soris ekaterine WavWavaZis SviliSvili napoleon 

miurati

Memory of Revaz Gabashvili “The Secret Operation”
At the beginning 1915, the Military Minister of the Russian Empire gave 

15 million gold rubles and documents to Vasil Dumbadze to order shells and 
ammunition from the United States of America. The Georgian official of the 
Russian Empire was to meet George Machabeli in Stockholm. 

A month later, Dumbadze returned to Russia and brought the receipts and 
documents of 15 million rubles. According to these documents, the American 
side was to prepare ammunition within three months. After three months, the 
production was truly delivered to the Russian side and the Ministry sent them 
to the Front. 

Then from Petrograd came bad news: “None of the grenades matched the 
cannons”. Investigation revealed that the documentation presented by Dum-
badze was false. 15 million gold rubles were given not to America, but to Ger-
many. The Germans had made the useless ammunition. 

The operation conducted by the German intelligence service and Georgian 
patriots significantly weakened the Russian Empire Front against Turkey.  

Fighters of the “Wild Division”, amongst them grandson of Ekaterine Chavchavadze, 
Napoleon Murat
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germanuli batalionis wevrebi tiflisSi. 1918 w

ingliseli jariskacebi aWaraSi. 1918 w ingliseli jariskacebi tiflisSi. 1918 w

Members of a German Battalion in Tiflis. 1918

English soldiers in Adjara. 1918 English soldiers in Tiflis. 1918
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